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My Lord, 

The elevated and prominent station 
which your Lordship occupies in the Church and 
in the Senate; — the sensation produced through 
the nation by the Charge which you have recently 
delivered to your Clergy; — the implied acknow- 
ledgement which that Charge contains of the na- 
tional importance of Methodism ; — the " earnest 
and aflFectionate manner in which you admonish 
the Methodists to ponder well the reasons which 
keep them separate" from the Established Church ; 
— the appeal which you make to the conscience 
by urging them " to be sure that those reasons 
are such as will justify the separation, not to their . 
own judgment only, but also at the judgment-seat 
of Him, who is not the author of confusion, but of 
peace ;" — ^the crisis at which we have arrived in the 
Ecclesiastical history of our country; — the cer- 
tainty that something must and will be done to 
allay that spirit of agitation on ecclesiastical affairs 
which prevails in every part of the United King- 
dom ; — the sanguine hopes of various classes of 
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Dissenters ; — and the gloomy anticipations of 
Churchmen; — combine to induce me to solicit 
your candid attention to the following pages, in 
which I purpose to state those reasons which con- 
strain me as a Wesleyan Methodist, and which I 
venture to presume have a similar influence upon 
others, to continue in a state of separation from, 
but not in a state of hostility to, the Established 
Church : and though it is my purpose to use great 
plainness of speech, yet I shall from principle 
avoid every thing that can, even constructively, 
be deemed personally disrespectful to your Lord- 
ship. 

Before I proceed to submit, for the consideration 
of your Lordship, those reasons which I have to 
adduce in the support of Methodism, as a separate 
section of the Church of Christ, I must in the 
most unequivocal manner protest against your au- 
thority for attempting to affix the stigma of Schis- 
matics upon the Wesleyan Methodists. I admit 
that you apply this term of reproach with an 
avowal of grief ; and that your language indicates 
its reluctant and compulsory application : — " The 
great mass of Dissenters amongst us — are Metho- 
dists; and of these the far greater portion are 
Wesleyans, a class of Christians, whom I grieve 
to call Separatists, — for Separatists, I am bound to 
say, is but another word for Schismatics." That 
the Wesleyan Methodists are, as a body. Separa- 
tists from the Establishment, I admit; but that 
they are Schismatics I deny. On this point I join 



issue with your Lordship; and though you have 
not condescended to state the reasons which 
*' bound" you to apply this oflFensive and reproach- 
ful term to that body of people, yet I feel "bound" 
to state my reasons for refusing to admit that the 
Methodists are Schismatics. 

It is scarcely necessary to remind your Lord- 
ship that the charge of Schism has been frequently 
preferred by Roman Catholics against the mem- 
bers of the Protestant Church; and if" Separation" 
be synonymous with " Schism" the justness of that 
charge cannot be denied. For the sake of brevity 
I will state the argument in a syllogistical form : 

" Separatists, I am bound to say, is but another 
word for Schismatics :" 

The members of the. Protestant Church of Eng- 
land have separated from the Church of Rome : 

Therefore the members of the Church of Eng- 
land are Schismatics. 

The Church of England either has or has not 
separated from the Church of Rome : if it has not 
separated from the Romish Church, then on what 
grounds does it assume the name of Protestant ? 
If it has separated, then, as your Lordship is "bound 
to say Separatists is but another word for Schisma- 
tics," the members of the Church of England are 
convicted of Schism ! What an argument for a 
Protestant Bishop to put into the mouths of the 
Roman Catholics, who are the avowed and most 
malignant enemies of the Establishment ! 

But, notwithstanding the dictum of your Lord- 
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ship, I affirm that Separation is not Schism, in 
the sense in which the latter word is used in the 
Holy Scriptures, which " contain all things neces- 
sary to salvation : so that whatsoever is not read 
therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be 
required of any man, that it should be believed as 
an article of faith, or to be thought requisite or 
necessary to salvation/' 

The proposition which I maintain is simply this 
— that Separation is not Schism. The negative of 
this proposition ** is not read " in the Scriptures — 
nor can it '* be proved thereby." To the law and 
the testimony I appeal. 

Your Lordship is well aware that if there be a 
word in the English language, which is ambiguous 
and indeterminate in it^ meaning, it is the word 
Schism. Among the numerous writers who have 
exercised their understandings and displayed their 
learning upon the import of this word, none have 
defined its meaning more accurately, and reasoned 
respecting its import more calmly and conclusively, 
than the justly celebrated John Wesley, in his 
Sermon on Schism : from which I select the fol- 
lowing extracts, and to which I solicit your special 
attention : — 

'* The whole body of Roman Catholics define 
Schism, a separation firom the Church of Rome ; 
and almost all our own writers define it, a separa- 
tion from the Church of England. Thus both one 
and the other set out wrong, and stumble at the 
very threshold. This will easily appear to any 



that calmly consider the several texts wherein the 
word Schism occurs; from the whole tenor ctf 
which it is manifest, that it is not a separatictat 
from any Church, (whether general or patticulaf, 
whether the Catholic, or any national Church,) 
but a separation in a Church. 

** Let us begin with the first verse wherein St. 
Paul makes any use of the word. It is the tent^ 
verse of the first chapter of his First Epistle to 
the Corinthians ; the words are, * I beseech you, 
brethren, by the name of the Lord Jesus, that ye 
all speak the same thing, and that there be no 
schisms ' (the original word is orxwr/Ltara) * among 
you.' Can any thing be more plain than that the 
schisms here 'spoken of were not separations yr(Mn, 
but divisions in the Church of Corinth ? Accord- 
ingly, it follows, * But that ye be perfectly united 
together in the same mind, and in the same judg- 
ment.' You see here, that a union in mind and 
judgment was the direct opposite to the Corinthian 
schism. This, consequently, was not a separation 
from the Church or Christian society at Corinth, 
but a separation in the Church, — ^a disunion in 
mind and judgment, (perhaps also in affection), 
among those who, notwithstanding this, continued 
outwardly imited as before. 

** The second place where the Apostle uses this 
word, is in the eighteenth verse of the eleventh 
chapter of this Epistle : * When ye come together 
in the church,' the Christian congregation, * I hear 
that there are divisions' (the original word here 
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also is axLajixiTaj schisms y) ' among you.' But 
what were these schisms ? The Apostle immedi- 
ately tells you : (verse 20.) ' When you come toge- 
ther/ professing your design is * to eat of the 
Lord's Supper, every one of you taketh before 
another his own supper/ as if it were a common 
meal. What then was the schism ? It seems, in 
doing this, they divided into little parties, which 
cherished anger and resentment one against an- 
other, even at that solemn season. 

" It deserves to be seriously remarked, that in 
this chapter the Apostle uses the word heresies as 
exactly equivalent with the word schisms. ' I 
hear,' says he, (verse 18.) * that there are schisms 
among you, and I partly believe it :' he then adds, 
(verse 19.) ' For there must be heresies' (another 
word for the same thing) * among you, that they 
which are approved among you may be made mani- 
fest.' As if he had said, ' The wisdom of God per- 
mits it so to be, for this end, — ^for the clear mani- 
festation of those whose heart is right with Him.' 
This word, therefore, {heresy\ which has been so 
strangely distorted for many centuries, as if it 
meant erroneous opinions, opinions contrary to the 
faith once delivered to the saints, — which has 
been made a pretence for destroying cities, depo- 
pulating countries, and shedding seas of innocent 
blood, — has not the least reference to opinions^ 
whether right or wrong. It simply means, wher- 
ever it occurs in Scripture, divisions or parties in 
a religious community. 



" The third and only remaining place in this 
Epistle, wherein the Apostle uses this word, is in 
the twenty-fifth verse of the twelfth chapter; 
where, speaking of the Church, (he seems to mean 
the Church universal, — the whole body of Christ,) 
he observes, ' God hath tempered the body toge- 
ther, having given more abundant honour to that 
part which lacked, that there might be no schism 
in the body :' (verses 24, 25.) He immediately 
fixes the meaning of his own words : * But that the 
members might have the same care one for an- 
other: and whether one member suffer, all the 
members suffer with it; or one member be ho- 
noured all the members rejoice with it.' We may 
easily observe that the word Schism here, means the 
want of this tender care for each other; it undoubt- 
edly means an alienation of affection in any of them 
toward their brethren, — ^a division of heart, and 
parties springing therefrom, though they were still 
outwardly united together, — though they still con- 
tinued members of the same external society. 

*' I shall be thankful to any one who will point 
to me any other place in the inspired writings, 
where this word Schism is to be found ; I remem- 
ber only these three : and it is apparent to every 
impartial reader, that it does not in any of these 
mean a septration from any Church or body of 
Christians, whether with or without cause. So 
that the immense pains which have been taken, 
both by Papists and Protestants, in writing whole 
volumes against Schism, as a separation from the 
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Church of Rome, or from the Church of England, 
exerting all their strength, and bringing all their 
learning, have been employed to mighty little pur- 
pose. They have been fighting with shadows of 
their own raising ; violently combating a sin which 
had no existence but in their own imagination; 
which is not once forbidden, — ^no, nor once men- 
tioned, either in the Old or New Testament." 

Such were the views of the Rev. John Wesley on 
the subject of Schism! — Such are the views of 
your Lordship's correspondent! With the most 
profound respect for your Lordship's station and 
character, I affirm that the Methodists are not 
Schismatics: or, if in your Lordship's judgment 
** Separatists is but another word for Schismatics," 
the Clergy and members of the Church of England 
are subject to the same unmeaning charge, and 
involved in the same gratuitous condemnation ! 

I shall proceed to submit for the consideration 
of your Lordship, those reasons, which have been 
** pondered well," which induce me as a Wes- 
leyan Methodist, to continue in a state of sepa- 
ration from, but not of hostility to, the Church of 
England. 

The first reason which I assign for separation 
from the Established Church, I shall, for the sake 
of distinction, designate as Doctrinal. Your Lord- 
ship has indeed declared that there is an ** almost 
entire agreement in doctrine," between the Me- 
thodists and the Clergy of the Establishment; 
*^ They agree with us almost entirely in doctrine^ 
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— certainly in all which the most rigidly orthodox 
among us would deem essential parts of the Chris- 
tian covenant, — and they differ from us in no doc- 
trine which the Articles of our Church condenm." 
I thank you, my Lord, for this declaration. Jus- 
tice, theological justice, which has lingered long, 
has at last been awarded to the Methodists and 
their orthodox Founder. What volunies have been 
written, — what charges have been delivered, — 
what sermons have been printed by Reverend and 
Right Reverend Divines, to prove that the Me- 
thodists had departed from the faith in matters of 
doctrine ! If your Lordship is right, they were 
all wrong! On your Lordship's testimony, the 
whole Episcopal host of theological writers against 
Methodism stand convicted of profound ignorance, 
either of the doctrines of the Church of England, 
or of the doctrines taught by the Wesleyan Me- 
thodists ! 

But, notwithstanding this general agreement in 
matters of doctrine, your Lordship's language im- 
plies a particular difference. It appears that the 
Methodists hold doctrines which are not approved 
of by the Clergy, and yet those doctrines are not 
condemned by the Articles of the Church ! Eithar 
the modem Clergy have departed from the Articles 
of the Chufth, by cherishing theological views 
which those Articles do not countenance ; or the 
Articles of the Church are defective in not con- 
demning doctrines which are held by the Me- 
thodists! In either case the subject merits the 
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attention of those who are entrusted with the 
superintendance of the theology of the Establish- 
ment. The doctrines held by the Methodists, 
and which form the implied exception to which 
your Lordship adverts, either are or are not 
" essential parts of the Christian covenant/' That 
there is no difference between us "on the essen- 
tial parts of the Christian covenant," the '* most 
rigidly orthodox" of the Clei^ being judges, is 
the unequivocal declaration of your Lordship. 
Then why should the Clergy assume a tone of 
theological dictation, by denouncing as fanaticism, 
doctrines which they cannot refute, and which 
the Articles of the Church do not condemn ? 

As it is not my intention, merely for the sake of 
avoiding prolixity, in this Letter to your Lordship, 
to enter into any discussion of doctrinal subjects, 
it shall suffice for the present to observe, that 
though the Methodists in general agree in doctrine 
with the Articles of the Church of England, and 
hold **no doctrine which those Articles condemn,'^ 
yet it would betray great ignorance of the theolo- 
gical sentiments of the Clergy to allow it to ot> 
forth to the world, even on the authority of your 
Lordship, that there is no difference between us. 
I make a distinction between the Clergy of the 
Church and the Articles of the Church. It is 
perfectly notorious that the Clergy may, and many 
of them da^ preach doctrines which the Articles of 
the Church condemn. And on the other hand 
ihey brand as fiinaticiMn certain doctrines con- 
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nected with experimental religion, as taught by 
the Methodists, which the Articles do not con- 
demn. There is an essential difference in doctrine 
between the Clergy, as a bodi/y and the Methodists, 
on the subject of the influence of the Holy Ghost, 
in attesting the present adoption of believers into 
the favour of God ; — and producing that present 
and entire sanctification of soul, which is absolutely 
necessary to our ultimate admission into the king- 
dom of Heaven. Into these interesting subjects I 
shall not at present enter. The difference is so 
great that — unless the Clergy, as a body, are pre- 
pared to embrace the doctrinal views of the Me- 
thodists, on these essential points of Christian 
doctrine — there can be no union. To these doc- 
trines our Founder attached the greatest import- 
ance. His successors in the ministry are, I be- 
lieve, determined to walk by the same rule, and 
mind the same thing. At no period in Methodism 
were these doctrines more clearly understood, and 
more faithfully preached, than at present. Aban- 
don them we cannot — we dare not — we will not. 
On this difference. alone the union desired by your 
Lordship is impracticable and impossible; unless 
the Clergy are prepared to embrace our views of 
those doctrines ! And if we may judge from the 
attacks which are so frequently and continuously 
made upon these very doctrines, in the accredited 
periodical publications of the Church (the Chris- 
tian Observer for example), there is a broad and a 
deep theological gulf between us, which you will 
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not — and we cannot even attempt to pass ; and 
yet, notwithstanding those repeated, and I will say 
disingenuous attacks, it would be very easy to cite 
passages, on the doctrine of the witness of the 
Spirit, from the writings of Pearson, Barrow, and 
Hooker, confirmatory of the views of the Wes- 
leyan Methodists! With what consistency can 
the successors of such men, whose imperishable 
writings form a halo of glory which encircles 
that Church of which they were some of the best 
and brightest ornaments, point to those names, as 
combining every thing rational in piety — ^holy in 
zeal, and profound in mathematical and theolo- 
gical knowledge — and yet brand as fanatics the 
Wesleyan Methodists, because they promulgate 
a doctrine which was believed and taught by such 
men as Pearson, Hooker, and Barrow ! 

But, my Lord, if the agreement between the 
Clergy and the Methodists were perfect, as a 
Wesleyan Methodist, I should think it my duty 
to continue in a state of separation from the Esta- 
blishment, because the Church of England, as at 
present constituted, can give no security to the at- 
tendants on her services, that the doctrines embo- 
died in her Articles, and none other y shall be preach- 
ed from the pulpits. I believe it will be admitted 
that Clergymen have been heard to utter senti- 
ments from the pulpit which the Articles of the 
Church did not sanction — ^but did most positively 
condemn. Now it has ever appeared to me, as a 
strange anomaly, I will even say a radical defect. 
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in the Establishment, that while she requires 
uniformity in an '' eo:* animo " subscription to her 
Articles, she has not the power to enforce uni- 
formity in doctrines as taught from her pulpits. 
This is a matter which I think merits the imme- 
diate attention of those who are seated on the 
Episcopal Bench. And, as I am not an enemy to 
the Establishment — ^but shall most sincerely re- 
joice in any arrangement which may be made, 
(and I have no hesitation in saying that one ought 
to be made), which shall secure a greater and 
more perfect uniformity between the preaching 
of the Clergy and the Articles which they sub- 
scribe ; — I will briefly state, for the information of 
your Lordship, the vast superiority, which we as 
Methodists possess over the Establishment, in our 
arrangements for securing uniformity in doctrine. 

Our Founder, Mr. Wesley, by the execution of 
a Poll Deed, bearing date Feb. 28, 1784, and en- 
rolled in his Majesty's High Court of Chancery, 
March 9, 1784, gave legal existence to a body of 
Ministers as *'The Conference*' — to whom, and to 
their successors, appointed in the manner which 
the deed prescribes, for ever, he gave the power 
of appointing Preachers and Expounders of God's 
Holy Word, in those chapels to which he had, 
and his successors in the ministry still have, the 
power of appointment. But in order to secure 
orthodoxy and uniformity in doctrine, a clause is 
inserted in the Trust Deed of every Chapel, erected 
for the use of the Methodists, containing a refer- 



ence to Mr. Wesley's Notes on the New Testa- 
ment, and the first four volumes of Sermons pub- 
lished by hira, which works are the Articles and 
Homilies of Methodism, (for we too, my Lord, 
have our Articles and Homilies), and declaring 
that " no person or persons whomsoever, shall be 
permitted to preach or expound God"s Holy Word 
in the said Chapel, who shall maintain any doc- 
trine contrary to what is found in those works. " 
And by other clauses in our Deeds, power is 
granted to the Trustees to carry such prohibitory 
clauses into immediate and practical effect. I 
regard this arrjuagementfor securing orthodoxy and 
imiformity in doctrine, as the wisest, the most 
equitable, and the most efficient which could be 
devised by man. It secures the Chapels in per- 
petuity for the exclusive purposes for which they 
were erected, so that whatever deviation from the 
doctrines of Methodism may subsequently occur, 
in the case of the Trustees, they cannot appro- 
priate the Chapels for promulgating any doctrines 
except those taught in the Articles and Homilies 
of Methodism. The importance of this arrange- 
ment will be obvious to your Lordship ; and it is 
strikingly illustrated by those recent disclosures 
which have been made in the Court of Chancery, 
in the case of Lady Hewley's Charitable Endow- 
ment at York ; and from which it appears, that 
the Preachers in that Socinian College, would 
have evaded those enquiries which were instituted 
respecting their doctrinal sentiments, if they had 
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been able, merely for the sake of the endowment ! 
What a position for men professing to have a con- 
science ! Never were the words of the late Ro- 
bert Hall more strikingly illustrated, and more 
powerfully applicable, than at the present moment : 
" There was a time when the learning and mode- 
ration of Lardner, and the fame and science of 
Priestley, combined to throw a transitory splen- 
dour over their system, and to procure from the 
Christian world a forbearance and complaisance 
to which they were ill entitled. That time is past. 
Such rational Christians as they are, should have 
discernment to perceive, that it is not with them 
as in months past, when the candle of their leader 
shone around them : it becomes them to bow their 
spirit to the humbled state of their fortunes. They 
should learn at last to know themselves. The 
world is perfectly aware, whether they perceive 
it or not, that Socinianism is now a headless 
trunk, bleeding at every vein, and exhibiting 
no other symptoms of life, but its frightful convul- 
sions." 

But, my Lord, the orthodoxy of the Methodist 
Ministers, as well as the exclusive and perpetual 
use of the chapels for the purposes for which they 
were erected, are effectually secured by that sim- 
ple and eflBcient arrangement to which I refer. 
This is an excellence which belongs I believe ex- 
clusively to Methodism. We are in a position, 
in reference to the orthodoxy of our Ministers, which 
the. Church of England does not possess : and we 
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have a power which we can exercise in perpetuity, 
in reference to our chapels, which I believe is not 
possessed by any other denomination of Chris- 
tians. 

The second reason which I have to assign to 
your Lordship why I do not unite myself to the 
Church of England, is grounded upon matters of 
Discipline. 

It will, I think, be admitted by your Lordship, 
that Discipline is essential to the harmony and 
efficiency of any society, no matter whether civil 
or religious, of intellectual beings. Is it not as 
much by the administration of righteous laws, as 
by arts and sciences, that the life of a civilized 
being, is distinguished from that of a savage ? Is 
not Discipline exercised towards those pure and 
happy spirits who possess an angelic nature, and 
who, while they minister to the saints, are the 
messengers of the Highest? On the necessity 
and importance of Discipline it is impossible to 
find, within the compass of the English language, 
a more striking and profoundly eloquent descrip- 
tion, than that which I submit to your Lordship, in 
the following language of our immortal Milton, 
that prince of English song : " He that hath read 
with judgment of nations and commonwealths, of 
cities and camps, of peace and war, sea and land, 
will readily agree that the flourishing and decay- 
ing of all civil societies, all the moments and turn- 
ings of human occasions, are moved to and fro 
upon the axle of Discipline. So that, whatever 
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power or sway in mortal things weaker men have 
attributed to fortune, I durst with some confidence, 
(the honour of divine Providence ever saved), as- 
cribe either to the vigour or slackness of Discipline. 
Nor is there any sociable perfection in this life, 
civil or sacred that can be above Discipline ; but 
she is that which, with her musical chords, pre- 
serves and holds all the parts thereof together. 
And certainly Discipline is not only the removal 
of disorder, but if any visible shape can be given 
to divine things, the very visible shape and image 
of virtue, whereby she is not only seen in the re- 
gular gestures and motions of her heavenly paces 
as she walks, but also makes the harmony of her 
voice audible to mortal ears. Yed, the angels 
themselves, in whom no disorder is feared, as the 
Apostle that saw them in his rapture describes, 
are distinguished and quarternioned into these 
celestial princedoms and satrapies, according as 
God himself has writ His imperial decrees through 
the great provinces of Heaven." 

A higher authority than Milton need not, — ^a 
more eloquent one cannot— be produced. If I 
were requested to name one reason which I should 
assign more emphatically than another, either for 
the declension of piety — or for its revival — in the 
Church of England, I would, in the most empha- 
tic manner, say Discipline. If your Lordship 
wishes to know to what the Methodists ascribe 
the efficiency of their system, and that astonishing 
success which has arrested your attention, I would 
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** the honour of divine Providence ever saved/* say 
with equal emphasis, Discipline! And if the 
Methodists themselves feel any interest in the 
opinion of one who knows them well, as to the 
surest and most efficient method of being yet more 
extensively useful, and acquiring a greater degree 
of national importance than that which they al- 
ready possess — I would, my Lord, if I could, with 
a voice as loud as the loudest thunder, that it 
might reverberate in every part of the habitable 
globe, where there are Ministers and members of 
the Methodist Societies, say ^^ maintain your Dis- 
cipline." 

I should, my Lord, be in danger of subjecting 
myself to the charge of prolixity, were I to enter 
minutely into the various branches of Discipline, as 
exercised among the Methodists. It shall there- 
fore suffice to state, that, from the most private 
and retired member, to the most popular and in- 
fluential Minister among us, our Discipline, as 
printed in the Rules of our Societies and Minutes 
of Conference, is not merely applicable — but is 
actually applied. And though we have sometimes 
painful proofs of the absolute necessity of exer- 
cising our Discipline, for the preservation of the 
purity of our body, yet I point with emphatic 
earnestness to those examples which we are some- 
times required to make, not merely as proofs — but 
as demonstrations of the efficiency of that Disci- 
pline. 

As your Lordship has exhorted us to ** ponder 
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well " the reasons which keep us separate, I ask — 
Have you any thing like moral Discipline in the 
Church of England ? Have the Clergy any con- 
trol over the moral conduct of the professed 
members of the Establishment ? Have the Clergy 
any power by which to preserve the purity of their 
own body? Have the Bishops themselves any 
power — or if they have — ^when is it exercised, for 
enforcing morality of life, either on the members 
or Ministers of the Church of England ? I may 
perhaps be told that, in the case of the Clergy, 
instances of notorious immorality have been the 
subjects of prosecution in the Ecclesiastical Court. 
But such cases must be notorious indeed — ^and 
even then how expensive the process ! How un- 
certain and protracted the result ! The complete 
absence of all moral restraint on the professed 
members of the Church of England, has been the 
subject of deep and bitter regret to many of her 
pious Ministers, who have the frankness to acknow- 
ledge defects which they cannot supply — and who 
secretly mourn over those moral delinquencies 
which they cannot prevent. As the Methodists 
have a code of laws which are applied both to their 
Ministers and members — and as the Church of 
England is radically defective on the subject of 
Discipline — the absence of those ** musical chords 
and the " very visible shape and image of virtue 
from the pale of the Establishment — the existence, 
and efficient application of Discipline in the Me- 
thodist Society, is a reason which I have, in obe- 
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dience to your Lordship's injunction, ** pondered 
well" why I, and I apprehend others, cannot 
unite with the Church — and why we must con- 
tinue in a state of separation, though not of 
hostility and schism, among the Wesleyan Me- 
thodists. 

The next reason which I have to assign to your 
Lordship for continuing a Wesleyan Methodist, is 
one, which for the sake of distinction, I must de- 
signate Prudential. 

Your Lordship is fully aware that the Methodist 
Ministers have not received Episcopal ordination ; 
and yet my Lord, (it would be too great a demand 
upon your time were I to state the reasons which 
induce me to make the assertion), I venture to 
assert, that the Methodist Ministers, in full con- 
nexion, are as truly, and as scripturally ordained, 
as though they had received ordination at the hands 
of your Lordship. Now before there could be that 
union, which is desired by your Lordship, there 
Aiust be an agreement, either in one or the other of 
the two following conditions: — The Clergy must 
admit the validity of our ordination : or we must 
submit to receive ordination at your hands ; and 
thus publicly admit that we never had scriptural 
authority to preach the Gospel and administer the 
sacraments ! Are you ready to admit our ordina- 
tion? I confess I see no sign of such readiness. 
And on the other hand, from the knowledge I 
have of the Methodist Ministers, I bear them 
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record, that they are not at all desirous of 
placing themselves in a position, by which they 
will proclaim to the world their own egregious 
folly ! 

Besides, my Lord, we have a very numerous and 
useful class of men who are engaged as Local 
Preachers. We cannot be separated from them — 
they have no wish to separate from us. Will your 
Lordship and the Clergy receive them, as well as 
the Pastors of Methodism ? The introduction of 
such a body of agents into the Establishment is 
what the Church very much needs — but your 
Lordship is well aware that, constituted as the 
Church now is, such an introduction is impracti- 
cable. 

We, as a body, have various meetings for reli- 
gious purposes, which we have found highly con- 
ducive to the increase of religious feeling; and 
which we cannot, and will not abandon. I am 
prepared to expect that in some circles, even of 
religious professors, to speak of feelings in con- 
nexion with religion, is a sure proof of fanaticism ; 
but I confess to your Lordship, that the Methodists 
are so unphilosophically religious, that they could 
as soon conceive of a living body without a soul — 
or a Solar orb without light and heat being pro- 
duced by his beams — as conceive of religion with- 
out /ee/iw^. 

Among the Methodists, great importance is at- 
tached to Prayer Meetings, Class Meetings, Band 
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Meetings — Love Feasts — Quarterly Fasts — and 
Watch Nights. I am apprehensive, my Lord, 
that these terms are not found in the Ecclesiastical 
vocabulary — these means of grace are not recog- 
nised in the Established Church ; and, if I may 
form an opinion from the discussions which take 
place in the Christian Observer, even meetings for 
social prayer are regarded as of doubtful tendency. 
If Bishop Heber be an authority, and having been 
raised to the Episcopal Bench, and entrusted with 
the superintendance of the British Church in India, 
I presume a higher authority need not be quoted, 
the absence of prayer meetings from the ship in 
which he sailed to India was the subject of con- 
gratulation — or at least he did not ** wish for 
them" — ^as the " benefits of such meetings are 
counterbalanced by the self-conceit, the enthu- 
siasm, and the divisions in faith and doctrine which 
may arise from them." (Bishop Heber's Journal.) 
If such sentiments now obtain in the Establish- 
ment, as I apprehend they do, they constitute a 
barrier to any union between us which is insur- 
mountable ; as you will not introduce such meet- 
ings, and we cannot, and will not abandon them. 

But, my Lord, we have also certain prudential 
meetings, which are known among ourselves as 
Leader's Meetings, and Quarterly Meetings — in 
which financial, and moral, matters undergo the 
most impartial supervision. The Methodists have 
found such meetings of such vast utility, that they 
dare not conscientiously abandon them. And 
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unless the Clergy be prepared to introduce them 
into the Establishment — ^there can be, there tmght 
to be no closer union than that which at present 
exists between us. 

In addition to these means of grace, already spe- 
cified, we have certain philanthropic institutions, 
which, though not peculiar to our body, are con- 
ducted by us on principles which we cannot aban- 
don — and which I apprehend the clergy are not 
prepared to adopt — these are our Tract Societies — 
Benevolent Societies — Sunday Schools — ^and Mis- 
sionary Societies. Into the principles on which 
such Societies are conducted, in order to avoid 
prolixity, I forbear to enter. It is sufficient to 
advert to them to shew that they form an eflectual 
bar to the union which your Lordship desires. 

There are also Prudential Meetings of great 
importance, whether viewed in the light di finance^ 
morality y or religion: — ^viz. our Annual District 
Meetings and Conference. At these Meetings the 
characters of our Preachers undei^o a rigid exami- 
nation as it respects their moral character; their 
belief of Methodist Doctrine; their Ministerial 
abilities ; and their attention to their proper Minis- 
terial work. These examinations are found so 
essential and beneficial, that we dare not abandon 
them ; and unless the Clergy are prepared to adopt 
them (and in that case who can compute the con- 
sequences !) there can be, there ought to be no 
imion. 

I have, my Lord, other reasons to assign, which 
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are purely Patriotic: — I love my country, and 
therefore I must continue a Wesleyan Methodist 
And is it possible that patriotism can animate a 
Methodist ? Yes, my Lord ! Though I dare not 
say that every Methodist is a patriot ; yet I ¥dll 
say, without fear of successful contradiction, that 
Methodism, as a system, is a system of unalloyed 
patriotism. I appeal to facts. Examine the lists 
of criminals which disgrace our country, and how 
few will be found who ever had even the most 
remote connexion with Methodism ! Look in the 
poorhouse and the pauper lists, those dead weights 
of every parish, and how rare to find any, except 
among the aged and infirm, who have any con- 
nexion with Methodism! Look into our cong^- 
gations and societies, either in the crowded city 
or the sequestered village — either in the manufac- 
turing, or agricultural districts — and to adopt the 
language of Origen, many will be found '* whom 
the plain and unadorned doctrines of the Gospel 
have turned from dissipation to sobriety, firom dis- 
honesty to justice." Much national evil has been 
prevented — much moral good has been done by 
the influence of Methodism. 

What, my Lord, would have been the moral, or 
intellectual, or even political state of our country, 
if it had not been for the Founder of Methodism ? 
The moral eflfects of the preaching of Mr. Wesley 
are described by Dr. Southey in the following lan- 
guage, which is not more eloquent than true: 
/* Drunkards were reclaimed; sinners were con- 
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verted; the penitent, who came in despair, was 
sent away with the full assurance of joy; the 
dead sleep of indifference was broken ; and often- 
times his eloquence reached the hard brute heart, 
and opening it, like the rock of Horeb, made way 
for the living spring of piety which had been pent 
within. These effects he saw, — ^they were public 
and undeniable, — ^and looking forward in exultant 
faith, he hoped that the leaven would not cease to 
work till it had leavened the whole mass ; that the 
impulse he had given would surely, though slowly, 
operate a national reformation, and bring about, in 
fulness of time, the fulfilment of those prophecies 
which promise us the kingdom of our Father shall 
come, and his will be done in earth as it is in 
heaven." 

Your Lordship cannot have forgotten the awful 
state of things in this country, at the period of 
the French Revolution, when the sentiments and 
maxims of the infidel writers of that country, were 
imbibed with voracious avidity by the peasantry of 
Great Britain, ; and when such was the excitement 
which pervaded the nation, that " One part of the 
kingdom looked on the other with the stem and 
relentless glance of keepers, who are restraining 
madmen ; while the others bent on them the 
furious glare of madmen conspiring revenge on 
their keepers." (Sir Walter Scott.) At this crisis, 
my Lord, how did the successors of the patriotic 
Wesley act? Was there any indecision in their 
conduct ? At the Conference, in 1792, they print- 
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ed in their minutes the following question and 
and answers : ** What directions shall be given 
concerning our conduct to the civil government? 
None of us shall^ either in writing or conversation, 
speak lightly or irreverently of the Government 
under which he lives. We are to observe, that the 
oracles of God command us to be subject to the 
higher powers; and that honour to the King is 
there connected with the fear of God." In 1793, 
the Conference, in the address to the Societies, 
gave utterance to similar sentiments of loyalty and 
patriotism: **We must observe to you, that we 
feel the most unfeigned loyalty to the King, and 
a sincere attachment to the Constitution. We 
reverence the Government; are conscious of the 
many blessings we enjoy under our gracious Sove- 
reign, and are thankful to God for them ; and do 
earnestly and sincerely recommend the same principles 
and spirit to you. We hold our sovereign. King 
George, in high estimation; we love our Coimtry 
and Constitution, and, as far as Christian Ministers 
can go, consistently with their functions and the 
oracles of God, will support our King and Country 
with all we are and have'' In 1798, the Confer- 
ence avowed it as their determination ^^ to do all in 
their power to suppress whatever tends to molest the 
quiet of the best of Kings y or derange in any degree 
the happiest of all civil Constitutions'' In 1812, 
when the infatuated populace of the West Riding 
of Yorkshire, in the madness and wickedness of 
their folly, like prowling wolves, visited the abodes 
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of their neighbours, exciting the most fearful ap- 
prehensions for personal safety, — demolishing pro- 
perty, and destroying life, — the Methodist Minis- 
ters did not shrink from the duty they owed to 
their Country, but publicly and from house to house, 
laboured to counteract the influence of wicked and 
mischievous men ; and though I have no wish to 
underrate the influence of the truly pious of other 
denominations, yet, my Lord, it is on record as an 
historical fact, that the Methodist Ministers were, 
I believe, the only Ministers of religion, as a body, 
who made a public declaration of their sentiments 
at this awful crisis, in an Address to their Societies, 
in which they say: "We look at the principles 
which have given birth to this state of things, with 
the utmost horror ; principles which are alike de- 
structive to the happiness of the poor and the richJ^ 
In 1817, when the temporal distress occasioned by 
stagnation in trade, was increased by political dis- 
cord ; and when blasphemous and seditious publi- 
cations, — derogatory to the honour of God, and 
tending to produce sedition and rebellion, — were 
circulated with unparalleled effrontery and to an 
indefinite extent, the Wesleyan Committee of Privi- 
leges issued a Circular Letter, to which is affixed 
the name of Joseph Entwistle, as Chairman, — a 
more important and influential document than which 
never issued from the British Press, — in which 
they declare, " They feel anxious to prevent every 
Member of the Methodist Society from being mis- 
led by the delusive arts of designing men, and to 
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guard them in the most solemn manner against 
attending tumultuous assemblies, joining them- 
selves by oath, or otherwise, to illegal political 
societies, and engaging in any project contrary to 
the duties of true Christians and loyal subjects." 
The effects produced by this document were of the 
happiest kind. The writer of this Letter, my 
Lord, at that period laboured in the ministry in 
one of the disturbed districts ; and he can attest the 
truth of the statement made at the subsequent Con- 
ference : " The danger was seen ; our people were 
admonished ; and they heard the voice of pastoral 
affection and caution. In this time of trial, the 
Methodist connexion has been steady to the prin- 
ciples of the Bible, so zealously maintained and 
exemplified by our venerable Founder; and has 
given new proof of attachment to the person and 
family of our beloved Monarch, of obedience to the 
laws, of gratitude for unexampled civil and reli- 
gious privileges, and of zeal for the support of our 
unrivalled Constitution." 

Such, my Lord, are the proofs which I adduce 
of the patriotism of the Methodist Ministers ! What 
could the Clergy at that crisis have done without 
them ? — What did they do ? What could the Me- 
thodist Ministers have done if they had been united 
to the Church, in the way your Lordship contem- 
plates ? The Clergy, as a body, in their collective 
character, did nothing ! I will not insult them by 
insinuating that they had not the inclination to do 
as the Methodist Ministers did. I state the case 
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fairly and plainly, when I venture to affirm that 
the reason why they did not imitate that example 
was, because they could not! — there was no bond 
of union among them ! — no central point at which 
they could rally! — no acknowledged authority, 
which, at such a crisis, possessed the moral and 
Pastoral power to give the word of national admo- 
nition! In these respects the system of Me- 
thodism possesses a vast superiority to the Esta- 
blishment. And should such seasons of excite- 
ment ever return, would it not be a national 
calamity, if by uniting with the Church of Eng- 
land, the Methodist Ministers were so far shorn 
of their strength, and deprived of their Pastoral 
power, as would inevitably be the case, as not to 
be able to step forward at such a crisis and avert 
impending calamities, which must ultimately ter- 
minate in national ruin ! 

The system of Methodism is peculiarly adapted 
to the state of our country, by the multitude of its 
agents who are able and willing to cultivate the 
moral wilderness ; and the facility with which it can 
be introduced into any city or village in England, 
in Europe, or throughout the World. It is happily 
destitute of all those Ecclesiastical appendages, 
which may, in the estimation of many, increase 
the majestic dignity of a National Establishment; 
but which, for all purposes of a spiritual and prac- 
tical nature, are unnecessary, and rather impede its 
progress, than accelerate its march. We do not 
require Episcopalian ordination of agents, and con- 
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fiecration of places, nor Parliamentary sanction ad 
aid for the erection of our Chapels. While Epis- 
copalians are building a Church, withcmt which 
there can be no Clerical duty performed in the 
pulpit, the Methodists, under the divine blessing, 
can effect the conversion of the inhabitants of a 
village. 

Such, my Lord, are some of those reasons whidi 
induce me, as a patriot^ to continue in a state of 
separation from, but not of hostility to, the Church 
of England. 

There are, my Lord, Legal reasons why the Me- 
thodists cannot, in the opinion of the present wrriter, 
unite with the Established Church. These arise 
from the celebrated Poll Deed, executed by Mr. 
Wesley, to which reference has been previously 
made. That Deed contains enactments relating 
to the constitution of the Conference ; stamps 
legal validity upon its acts ; and secures for the 
Members of the Conference, and those whom they 
may appoint, the exclusive occupancy of our pul- 
pits. Though I do not affect to possess any legal 
learning, yet it appears to me, on examining the 
various clauses of that Deed, that they involve 
difficulties to any closer union, than that which 
already exists, between the Methodists and the 
Church of England, which are insurmountable. 

It may indeed be said that an application to the 
Lord Chancellor would surmount the difficulty. 
But when your Lordship considers the almost 
countless multitude of suitors, which must be par- 
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ties in such an application, you will I think admit, 
that were the life of man to be protracted even to 
the number of years Methuselah lived, we should 
only witness the introductory stages, and should 
not even see the end of the banning. 

The Poll Deed of John Wesley is the Magna 
Charta of Methodism. Do Englishmen revert 
with reverential delight to the scenes of Runny- 
mede, — ^and contemplate with feelings of enthu- 
siastic rapture those men of renown, whose valour- 
ous patriotism prompted them to demand for them- 
selves, and secure for their posterity, the unmo- 
lested enjoyment and exercise of that civil liberty, 
which though the birthright of all, is emphatically 
the boast of a Briton ? — then let the successors of 
John Wesley, prompted as much by filial affection 
as by patriotic feeling, hold with unwavering grasp 
that sacred deposit which he committed to their 
care, and for the enjoyment and application of 
which they will have to give an account at the 
resurrection of the just. 

Finally, my Lord, there are, I think, Political 
reascms why the Methodists should not unite with 
the Church of England. Think not by this avowal 
that I intend either to insinuate or admit that the 
Methodists are political partisans ; the reverse of 
this is the proposition which I venture to affirm. 
Happily for the country they are not versed in the 
politics of party ; and yet they are neither unob- 
servant of, nor indifferent to, the movements of 
worldly politicians. Were the Methodists, as a 
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body, to give in their adherence to any of the par- 
ties into which the political world is divided, — the 
consequences that might ensue, might be most dis- 
astrous. As it has hitherto been, so I hope it 
ever will be, the principle of the Methodists to 
stand aloof from all political matters ; though they 
have, — as it suited the convenience of Tories and 
Whigs, Churchmen and Dissenters, — ^been courted 
and lampooned by both. If I should betray any 
feeling which indicates vanity your Lordship must 
forgive me, but I cannot avoid saying, if there ever 
was^ or ever will be a period in the history of our 
country, in which the Methodists have held, or may 
hold a prominent and commanding national posi- 
tion, it is at this crisis, — when the Clergy are 
anxious to claim them as Churchmen, and the 
Dissenters are anxious to number them as Dissen- 
ters. If I ever felt in danger of being proud of 
Methodism, it is at this period ! How exactly we 
agree with the Clergy in doctrine, — '* Certainly 
in all which the most rigidly orthodox would deem 
essential parts of the Christian system." What a 
testimony ! — how flattering to the intelligence and 
sound theological learning of the Methodist Minis- 
ters ! How exactly we agree with the Dissenters 
at this crisis! — at least, they tell us so, — though 
in some cases they do not hesitate to abuse us for 
wishing ** to be quiet !" So tolerant are the prin- 
ciples of Englishmen! So paradoxical the lan- 
guage of men who are almost ready to die at the 
stake (but happily for them they have not the 
opportunity,) as martyrs for liberty I 
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The Methodists, my Lord, know their position, 
and if they act wisely they will keep it ; and that 
is, not to unite either with the Church or the Dis- 
senters, but to watch with Christian candour the 
proceedings of both parties. And if a period should 
ever arrive when the Clergy should be so infatu- 
ated, as they were in the days of Lord Sidmouth's 
Bill, (an event which we have long since for- 
given, but which we shall not soon forget), as to 
attempt to abridge the religious privileges of Dis- 
senters, we will unite with them at such a crisis, 
and will present such a front as will compel the 
advocates of intolerance to abandon their project ! 
And, <m the other hand, if the Dissenters should 
so far succeed as to endanger the Establishment, 
the Clergy will find that the very men, whom they 
have been so much in the habit of denouncing as 
fanatics and Jacobins, will be ready to assist them 
in maintaining their rights, and supporting the 
Church as by law established. And then " We 
will inter the red axe and plant the tree of peace ; 
— we will plant a tree whose top will reach the 
sun, and its branches spread abroad, so that it 
may be seen afar off ; — we will make fast its roots, 
and extend them to the utmost of our colonies." 
And then our prayer will be, ** May the Great 
Spirit allow us to rest in tranquillity, and never 
dig up the axe to cut down the tree of peace ! Let 
the earth be trod hard over it where it is buried ; 
we will then renew the covenant-chain of friend- 
ship, and let it be kept bright and clean as silver. 
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aud not suffered to contract any rust. Let not an? 
one pull away his arm from it/' 

I beg to impress the observation upon yooi 
Lordship's attention, that this Letter has beeo 
[iroduced by your ovm admonition to us as a body; 
and though the sentiments of the Methodists, are 
to be collected exclusively from the acts and reso- 
lutions of the Conference, yet I do not regard my- 
Hcif as being precluded from responding*, in raj 
individual capacity, to your solemn admonitioiL 
1 1 would be perfectly easy to adduce passages in 
abundance from the writings of Mr. Wesley, (and 
if your Lordship and the Clergy feel sincerely 
desirous of knowing the principles ol Methodism, 
the readiest way which I can suggest of obtaining 
such necessary information, is to read and '* pon- 
der well " the logical reasoning and sound theolo- 
gical propositions of that profound Divine, as exhi- 
bited in his imperishable writings,) to prove that 
the Methodists were not in his days, and so long as 
they adhere to the principles of their Founder, 
never can become the advocates of bigotry, or the 
tools of intolerance. At this crisis it behoves them, 
out of respect to the principles of their Founder, 
and I will say too, from a principle of the purest 
patriotism, to stand aloof from the two parties by 
which the Ecclesiastical questions are now agi- 
tated ; and while they refuse to unite with the 
Dissenters against the Church, to refuse co-opera- 
tion with the Clergy in any effort which might be 
made to oppress the Dissenters. And though. 
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perhapsi this advice may subject the writer of this 
Letter to the charge of indecision and even cow- 
ardice, yet without intending the slightest degree 
of disrepect either to the Clergy or to Dissenters^ 
I think it only an act of manly frankness to avow 
it as my deliberate opinion, that whatever may be 
the avowed sentiments of the two great parties by 
which Ecclesiastical questions are now so inces- 
santly discussed, the Methodists, as a body, have 
nothing either to ftar or h&pt from the Church of 
England or from the Dissenters ; and as we are 
perfectly independent of both parties, the best way 
to perpetuate that independence, will be to refuse 
to coalesce with either party ; and thus we shall 
maintain the principles of our Founder, and give 
a demonstration to the nation that we are the 
friends of ally but the enemies of none. 

Your Lordship will have observed that, through- 
out the whole of this Letter, I have offered no opi- 
nion respecting the various plans which have been 
submitted to the public in reference to the Church, 
and which have been classified as indicating prin- 
ciples of Conservation — Reform — External Com- 
prehension — and Internal Union. My simple ob- 
ject has been to state my reasons as a Methodist 
ftwr refusing to unite myself with the Church. 
But I may, perhaps, be allowed to give an opi- 
nion respecting those plans. I regard every plan 
as radically defective, which does not go to the 
root erf the evil — the want of that moral Discipline^ 
in reference to the Clergy and lay members of the 
Establishment — to which, under God, I chiefly 
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ascribe the moral influence and national importance 
of Methodism. Were I a Churchman, instead of 
lopping off* a few twigs, or even destroying a few 
branches, which are unnatural excrescences to the 
trunk of the Episcopalian tree — I would direct 
continuous blows at the root: and that, not for 
the purpose of removing it as a useless incum- 
brance, but that it might be divested of every 
source of pollution, and put forth its shoots adorned 
with moral verdure, and bringing forth the fruits 
of holiness. Let the Clergy, and the lay members 
of the Establishment, voluntarily submit to a course 
of moral Discipline, similar to that which obtains 
among the Methodists ; and then, and not till then^ 
the Church of England will rise from her present 
humiliating position, and her Clergy will be again 
animated by that holy and heavenly spirit which 
once glowed in the bosoms of her martyrs ; and 
her lay members will be inspired by those feelmgs 
of high and elevated piety which animated her 
primitive confessors. In such a revival of religion 
in the Church, I assure your Lordship, every 
Minister and member of the Methodist Societies, 
who retains the spirit of our Founder, mil rejoice. 
But if there be no moral reformation in the Esta- 
blishment, it would indicate a spirit of judicial 
blindness, not to predicate from the signs of the 
times, which persons occupying your Lordship's 
elevated position, ought to be the first, but unhap- 
pily they are too frequently the last, to perceive, 
the day is fast approaching (may it be distant !) 
when the Church of England will hold a national. 
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position very different from that in which she now 
stands. The affections of a great multitude of the 
people are in danger of being totally alienated 
from the Establishment, and unless something be 
done in a prompt and voluntary manner by the 
Clergy themselves, she will fall under her own 
weight, and be entombed in her own ruins. 

I have trespassed much upon your Lordship's 
time, but as you admonished us to " ponder well" 
our reasons for continuing separatists from the 
Church, I regarded it as an act of respect to your 
Lordship, and a duty to myself, to submit to your 
consideration those reasons which I have assigned 
for refusing to unite with the Church; and for 
determining from conscientious principles to con- 
tinue a Wesleyan Methodist. 

I beg to apprise your Lordship that though 
I sincerely believe that the reasons assigned in 
this Letter are influential upon others, as well 
as myself, yet I wish it to be distinctly understood 
that I write as an individual, and not as the repre- 
sentative of the body. Though my Letter may 
appear to be written for the Methodists, yet it is 
not written /rom them. 

In conclusion, I submit my views of Methodism 
to the consideration of your Lordship, in words 
extracted from a recent publication on the ** Na- 
tional Importance of Methodism," where the wri- 
ter observes, that " The system is still in its pris- 
tine vigour ; and its energies are unimpaired and 
unbroken : it provides for the people a succession 
of Pastors possessing the necessary moral, religious, 
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and theological qualifications : it enjoins and se- 
cures the practical morality of its adherents in a 
manner the most reasonable and scriptural: it 
provides for the pecuniary support of the Pastors 
more equitably than is done by any other system 
in practical operation : it secures the means of re- 
ligious instruction to many hundred thousands of 
British subjects, who would otherwise have been 
in a state of spiritual destitution : it cherishes 
the spirit and practice of Christian philanthropy, 
by inculcating habits of benevolence, in feeding 
the hungry and clothing the naked : its doctrines 
are the doctrines of the Bible : its discipline is as 
reasonable as it is scriptural, securing to its Mi- 
nisters a proper degree of pastoral authority, and 
protecting its members from pastoral oppression : 
its institutions are adapted for England, for Eu- 
rope, for the world : it has already done more for 
the moral cultivation of Great Britain, Ireland, and 
the West Indies, than any other system whose 
energies have been brought to bear upon the igno- 
rance and misery of man : it fosters civil and reli- 
gious liberty : it recognises the power of the King, 
the authority of the law, the rights of the people : 
its loyalty is tempered with patriotism : its pa- 
triotism is blended with loyalty : its benefits will 
be perpetuated through time, but they can only 
be unfolded in eternity." 

I have the honour to be, 

My Lord, 
Your Lordship's obedient Servant, 

A Wesleyan Methodist. 



